The other major component in the landfill redevelopment process is the environmental concerns that are inherent with the site. The borough is working with the NJDEP and the State’s brownfields taskforce in order to receive the necessary approvals to allow for development.  Somerville will work with the New Jersey Economic Development Authority (NJEDA) on a Economic Redevelopment Growth finance plan that the borough hopes to use to help fund the project. 

In March, 2007 Somerville issued an RFP seeking proposals to redevelop the former landfill; however, much to the Borough’s surprise, only one proposal was submitted; from a consortium of representatives from three major developers (Avalon Properties, Pulte Homes and the Rockefeller Group).  After considering the matter and the reasons for which there was only one formal response, in July 2008 the Borough decided to issue an RFQ in hopes that more  potential developers would show interest.   Three additional sets of qualifications were received in September of 2008, each submiter was asked to prepare a brief proposal for review by the end of February 2009.  Prior to the due date all interested developers withdrew, stating the economic downturn as the reason.
In the meantime, the borough has taken several recent initiatives to help advance and manage the future redevelopment of the former landfill.  In March 2009 the Borough re-applied to the state Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to have the former landfill designated a Brownfields Development Area (BDA).  About that time the Borough formed a BDA Committee to work with the DEP to coordinate the environmental cleanup and redevelopment of the site.  DEP has most recently designated the Somerville Landfill a BDA which represents a major milestone in the clean-up and site preparation process.18  BDA designation helps prioritize state funding assistance to help clean up designated brownfields and return them to productive use. Somerville applied for state grant funding assistance to offset some of the cost to perform the required environmental cleanup of the site. The Borough hopes that, despite the stagnant economy and the prospect that total environmental clean up costs may reach $20 million, taking these initiatives will help jump start renewed interest in redeveloping the site. 19 
