Somerville Environmental Commission

Annual Report 2010

In accordance with the ordinance that established this Commission, the following will serve as our annual report to the Mayor and Borough Council.

Members:

Tom Auffenorde, Chair




Betty Krupka, Vice-Chair

Larry Cleveland, Planning Board member




Harry James, Jr.




Gina Stravic



Teena Utter




Vijay Tulsiani

Alternate Member:   Diana Rehborn

Council Liaison:
Thompson Mitchell
The Commission meets the second Tuesday of every month to discuss matters relating to the environment. This includes reviewing site plans submitted to the Planning Board and providing comments as appropriate. Our meetings are open to the public. Our major activities and accomplishments for this year were as follows:

· In February, we received notice that our $7,000 tree pruning grant request for Federal Stimulus funding administered by the NJDEP Division of Parks and Forestry was approved.  Over the remainder of the year we administered the grant, coordinated with DPW and the contractor, Wayne’s Tree Service to have trees on 18 streets pruned.  The streets (or portions) pruned include:   Loeser, Fairview, Haynes, Second, Third, Center, Mercer, Brown, Orchard, Spring, Vanderveer, Cliff, Eastern, N. Bridge, William, Sycamore, Catherine, and Bartine.  This tree maintenance will promote the proper growth and structure of the street trees, reducing potential future problems such as branch interference with pedestrians and on-street parking/street sweeping, and enhancing aesthetic values and minimizing the need for major pruning in the future. 

· We discussed the issue of wiring for the Holiday Tree at our February and March meetings.  It is our understanding that squirrels damage the existing wiring by gnawing, and as a result, substantial funds must be expended annually to repair the wiring.  We provided a memo of our findings on April 6 to Assistant Borough Engineer, Brendan Nally.  Generally, trapping or ultrasonic control are not likely to be successful.  Exclusion may work and will require pruning of nearby trees so that no branches are within 8’-10’ of the holiday tree.  In addition, the holiday tree’s branches will need pruned up so that there are no branches within 6’ of the ground.  Then, to prevent climbing into the tree from the ground, a 2’ high sheet metal collar must be attached to the tree trunk at a height of about 4’-6’.  On the guy wires, an 18’ collar must be attached 6’ above the ground.  As an alternate approach, our certified tree expert, Kevin Scibilia, recommended placing a layer of chestnut husks as a mulch under the tree.  These are very spiny and would keep squirrels out of the tree.

· We implemented our centennial tree grant from the Somerset Hills Garden Club, picking a site at the Bateman Plaza at the corner of South Main and Veterans Memorial Drive.  An American beech was planted at the site by the DPW.  However, over the dry summer the tree died, even though it was watered.  There are enough funds remaining so that a replacement tree will be planted in 2011. 

· The remaining proposed tree planting around the High School, part of the “Cool Cities” project for the Borough administered by the NJDEP Division of Parks and Forestry, was cancelled due to loss of State funding.

· We continued our coordination with the Farmers Market committee providing input on plans for 2010 via Vice Chair Betty Krupka, who also serves on the Farmers Market committee.

.

· On April 24, we sponsored our Annual Earth Day Clean-Up. Betty Krupka handled the publicity for the event advertising in the local papers, the Borough web site, E-Connect, and on VilleTV. The Borough Recycling Coordinator Pete Hendershot provided volunteers with gloves, tee shirts, garbage bags, and water bottles. We had about 40 volunteers participate and collected about 55 bags of garbage/litter/debris.

Due to a change in the Borough sewer bill mailings we are no longer able to piggyback fliers advertising our events in the quarterly bills. We have tried to use the Borough web-site for these events and are frustrated with the response time (or sometimes lack of response) we receive. We have advocated for individual access to our own web page so that we can update and publicize our activities and accomplishments in a timely fashion.

· Member Gina Stravic solicited suggestions from Commission Members and coordinated with VilleTV to implement a periodic environmental notice concerning ways to reduce your environmental impact. 

· Member Vijay Tulsiani coordinated with Brendan Nally concerning PSE&G’s Direct Install Program.  PSE&G made a proposal to the Borough for energy efficiency upgrades.  Somerville will pay 20% of the costs with the balance covered by state programs.

· Somerville submitted several sites for consideration in the Somerset County Renewable Energy Program for municipal and school properties.  Four sites in Somerville (Somerville Engine Company No. 1, High School, Middle School and Van Derveer Elementary School) were selected for Phase 1 solar installations.    

· Member Teena Utter continued work on getting the Borough enrolled in the Sustainable Jersey program that documents environmental policies of the Borough and provides additional grant opportunities. 

· At the request of our counsel liaison, Tom Mitchell, Chair Tom Auffenorde and Vijay Tulsiani attended a council meeting where Bob O’Neill from the NJ Watershed Authority gave a presentation on a Peters Brook Stormwater Reduction Project.  Initially, the project will involve reducing stormwater by installation of rain barrels in a selected neighborhood around Demond Street.  The Commission volunteered to provide community notification and Tom Auffenorde and Vijay Tulsiani visited each home in the neighborhood, introducing the project and distributing fliers for a rain barrel workshop that was held on June 10, 2010.  At the workshop, attended by about 20-25 people, residents purchased, built and learned how to install rain barrels for use in their homes.  Based on the success of this workshop, a second workshop was held on August 26, 2010 and attended by about 30-35 people.

· Coordinated with Brendan Nally concerning tree species and planting on High Street for the Middle School rehabilitation project.  We plan to purchase and have DPW plant the trees using money from our EC trust account.  For various reasons, the planting has been postponed until spring 2011.

· We received a request from the homeowner at 11 Eastern Avenue for a street tree. Tom Auffenorde visited the homeowner and will try and plant a tree if there is any money remaining from our EC trust account after the Middle School planting.

· We continue to work in conjunction with the Assistant Borough Engineer, Brenden Nally, to provide input on tree species selections and locations on all street jobs done within the Borough each year. This year PSE&G planted trees on North Bridge, William and Union Streets to replace ones that had to be removed for a utility pole replacement project.

· Gina Stravic prepared a request for a Kodak American Greenways grant for exercise stations along the Peters Brook Greenway trail.  Unfortunately, the grant was not funded.  However, a Regional Center challenge Grant was provided to the Borough for a similar project along the greenway. 

· Certified tree expert Kevin Scibilia provided training to Harry James, Vijay Tulsiani, Betty Krupka, Gina Stravic, and Tom Auffenorde to fulfill the annual continuing education credits required in our Community Forestry Management Plan. 

· We maintained approved status with our NJDEP-approved Community Forestry Management Plan.

· On October 3, we held a Tree Trek or Tree Identification Hike at Exchange Field as part of the community outreach under the Community Forestry Management Plan. The program was organized by Gina Stravic and lead by Tom Auffenorde and attended by around 40 community members.
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